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YEDRAIDUM FOR: ~ Chief, WH/L

. SUBJECT - s+ BARKZ3, Bernard L.

(201-251639)

. pative-born U.S. father and 2 Cuban mother.

1. The Subject, an operational asset of both Havana station - .

" and MA'E, is currently in the Washington, D.C. area at the -

suggestion of Ire Yoward HUNT, in an effort to resolve his citi-_
genship status. He was interviewed by a representative of )
WH/L/SO-on 15 July 1761 at the Shoreham Hotel to develop all .
available background jnformtion. concerning his loss -of citizeo~
ship and previous steps taken to restore it. .

2, BARKER was born 17 ¥arch 1917 at Havana, Cuba of & -
at the U.S, Embassy and his was recoynd.zed as having acquired U.S..
eitizenship by birth throush the citizenship of his father. “He .

graveled, not on a Ud. passport, but.on an identity card proclaiming.

his U.S. citizenship.. During “forld War II, he entered the UJs
Aexy Adr Corps, was shot down on his 12th mission over Germany:

and was a prisonsr of war for 16 months, He was honorably SGP“"M N

as a Captain. A D
. 3, In 1950, along with several Cuban-born, U.S. citizens who
were war veterans, he ontercd the Cuban police forcs, vhere his
| abilities soon brouzht him advancemente _He was, .at this
¢ims, in contact with Mr, SPEAINS, the FBI representativs at. the
Amsrican Ecbassy in Havana, and also worked closely wish the:

freasury representative 4n breaking up two narcotics rings §

Sotwsan Florica end Cubz, fa.seyved as eacort, for Mrs. TIPVAN and B

Jarzaret on their visit to Cuba, for which ho received 3 shite: i
House commendation. R T '
: L, In BARKER's opinion, he ‘became the object of persoml

spite on the part of an wmaned Embassy staff member, who took
gstion to revoke his ‘eitizenship status based on nis mesbership in
the Cuban police. -In en eifort to rectify his plight, Bre SFE2A3,
the Pabassy FBIL reprosentative, sent him to Dr. Mario LAZO, &

*

leading Havara attornsy, to prepare the case for a plex torc:gnn
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oitizenship., According to BARKER's recollection, this occured
in 1953. Dr. LAZO compiled a formidable file on the Subject’
and was in commmmication with a Washington, D.C. lezal firm,
which BARKFR dimly recalls as that of Edward Bennett WILITANS,
who was to handle the case locally. A private bill was iatro-
duced in the 83rd Conzress by Congressman WILLIAMS cf New Jersey
to restore the Subject's citizenship, but BARKER does neot know
why no action was taken'on the bill. At the time, he was in
financial difficulties and tock a job as a tractor driver out~
side Havana for about 8 months, in which period he had no comtact
with Dr, LAZ), who, a3 BAIKER believes, interpreted his failure

40 appesr in the office as a lack of intersst in pressing the case
to a successful conclusion. -

¢, ‘BARKER knows that Dr. LAZO and WILLIAMS had compiled a
wery lengthy and documented file on his background, including his
mllitary record and awards from the Army Air Corps., Currently,
BARKER is traveling on a Cuban passport and is in the U.S. as an
%3P¥ paroled to Bernie REICHARDT. :

6. The Subject pointed out that Dr, Mario LAZO entersd the
U.S. about &gmﬁh ago and is now .in the Washington area; he
believes [CiNOEL)is in contact with-him. He knows Dr, LAZ0 is
familiar with all details of his case and could confirn the :
fdentity of the Washington attorney who handled the litigation.
lonally. . BARKER recalls visiting the attorney's office in tash-
dngton on one occasion, and Bennet WILLIAMS was the nome he
‘pecalled, He believed the liwyer was involved in the Scuator
MoCarthy hearingse '

7. Based on the absve in.tomtim, the fonuwing recomend-
‘ations ars madss 0,5 ' '

8. ¥r, [James Noﬁ_]be requested to ascertain from Pr.
Mario LAZO name of the Washington law firm which hondied

Subject's case in 1953, and the reason for the failure of the
special bill, '
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b. The Office of Ceneral Counsel be completely briefed ! '
: ) ~ on Subject's case and be requested to furnish guidanze or ;
i take appropriate action to aswist the Subject, whether by i ;
special Tegislation or other means, to regain his U.S. citizenship. i
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